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INTRODUCTION

HPA hass decades of experience responding to man-made and natural disasters, meluding
'hurrimnaq In advance of Hurricane Harvey, E”PA as:tivated emergency reipcmie centers in

and rc.‘ad) i3] dgploy if mqmstgd b; the Stdtﬁb mipa&ted b) the Hummﬂs, 1hrou0h ﬂn E cderal
Fmer;;cnm' '{‘vianzwemen Agenoy {FF %F: "s) FEPA’s Region 6 office in Daliaq TX took auu«)n ‘fu

integrating
federal response dgc.‘mms.

Hurricane Harvey hit the Texas Coast as a Category 4 Hurricane on August 25, 2017. An
Bmergency Support Function (ESF-10) Mission AbSlgnment was 51gned on August 28, 2017.
FPA Fexas-Corraission-onHnwy uaﬁmmﬁai U}mlm T ‘Q $ TCH ha Texas General Land

containers.

WHAT WE ARE DOING?

Corpus Christi

Unified Command teams deployed to the Corpus Christi-Braneh are rapidly assessing public
water supplies, wastewater treatment plants, and industrial facilities to determine if they are
damaged and releasing wastes and hazardous materials into floodwaters. EPA and TCEQ are

working to monitor facilities that have reported spills. As of Sept. 2. half of the 4,500 drinking - - Formatted: Highlight

water systenis potentially affected by Harvey have been contacted. Of those, 1,514 systems are
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fully operational, 166 have boil-water notices. and 50 are shut down. Currently, 1,656 of
approximately 2 469 wastewater treatment plants are fully operational in the affected counties.

Commented [SJ1): Instead of putting numbérs in‘the
narrative, could weinstead go with amore general
statement and say that the latest numbers are being report
by TCEQand can be found here:

FHYPERLINK
“hitps//wwwitceq.texas.gov/news/releases/09-0b-status-
of-systems-in-areas-affected-by-harvey’ ]

Teams are working with system operators to expedite bringing systems back in operation.

2 Freams from the Houstomss-Braneh performed reconnaissance including 28
hazard evaluations
and oil discharge assessments.
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WHAT ASSETS ARE WE USING?

ASPECT
A

tends-ferE P A s Airborne Spectral Photometric Environment Collection Technology
1) Bhe-surveillance aircraft flew through the fire at the Arkema chemical plant in

itor for exas—he-asircraitmonitored-for airborne toxic chemicals. EPA’s
ASPECT Program is the nation’s only 24/7/365 emergency airborne platform equipped »ith
spectal-chemicakradiclogical-and sitnatienal awareness-instramentag sutte of sensors and

software mounted 1 g fixed wing, single engine aircraft and uses the principles of remote hazard

situational awareness during an emergency day or night. The mformation collected can then

provide frst responders — emergency workers at the scene — with actionable information on the

sibnation.

TAGA

The Trace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer (TAGA) is a self-contained mobile laboratory capable of
real-time sampling of outdoor air or emissions. The instrumentation refers both to the analytical
instrument and the mobile laboratory built around it. This versatile mobile monitoring system
offers a wide variety of services to assist EPA with cost-effectively conducting investigatory
activities.

The instrumentation aboard a TAGA mobile laboratory includes real-time monitoring and
analyzing for many organic and inorganic compounds at the part-per-billion by volume (ppbv)
levels or lower. The TAGA has high precision Global Positioning System (GPS) and
Geographical Information System (GIS) to pinpoint any identified chemicals/gases sampling
locations on a map.

PHILIS

releases, man-madeterrorist, and other incident response actions. It was created to address-paps
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18y and capacity to analyze contaminated environmental
samples — 50115 Watcrs surface wipes, and air matrices. PHILIS has the capability to analyze
detection limits centered on health-based clearance levels. It is National Environmental
Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP) Accredited & Clean Water Act certified laboratory
dnd paIt of EPA’s Emcrocncy Response Laboratory Network (ERLN).

HOW IS EPA ASSESSING POSSIBLE DAMAGE TO SUPERFUND SITES?

HPA has conducted initial assessments at 41 Superfund sites in the impacted areas using aerial
images. as well as divect contact with the parties responsible for on-gome cleanup activities. EPA
has deternuned that 28 Superfund sm,s in the area do ot curently show damage or excessive
flooding associaied with Harvey A determined that 13 sites have been flooded andfor are
experiencing possible damage due to the storm. Of these sites, two (Falcon Befinery and the
Hrine Service) have been mspected and it has been determined that thev do not require
emergency cleanup, although, additional seropling m the area will continue to be conducied.
Fleven sites, meluding: Baidev Waste Disposal. French LTD. Geneva Industries/Fahrmann
Hoergy, Gulfco Manne, Highland Acid Pit, Malone Services, US, Ol BEecovery, Pairick Bavow
Petro-Chemical Systems, Trianele Chemical. and San Jacinic Waste Pris have not been
accessible by response personnel. Teams are it place to mvestigate possible damage to these
sites as soon Hood waters recede. and personnel are able to safely access the sites.

The San Jacindo Waste Piis stie has a temporary armored cap desigued fo prevent mwmmm of
hazardous materal, the cap will be inspected as soon as 1t is safe for teams access the site, Based
on forecasted nver conditions, this mepection is planned for Mondav, by boat. EPA has dwe
teams o survey the cap underwater when conditions allow,

HPA, TCEO and other authorities will continue to provide additional npdates as we gather

them. We encourage the commumumnity o continue o follow the expert safety advice of local

oificials,

maned o require
~Lhere are leams readi de

e .

-pnce-Heedwatvrstocede Map to allow fm lznkzng o each NPL site) | T { Commented [ML2]: Can we confirm umbers?
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{s 1 PA Supportinge Hurricane Impacted Industrial Facilities?

Arkema Facility, Crosby, TX

At the Arkema chemical plant in Crosby, emergency responders undertook a 24-hour operation
to monitor the facility due to fires that erupted on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1, 28617, EPA and TCEQ
continue to provide direct support to the Crosby Volunteer Fire Department, Harris County
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, and the Harris County Fire Marshal.
‘Fhere-is-the-threat-of more-firesat the-facilivBecause of the threat of more fres at the facility
additional damage to the facility or potential fires spreading into the surrounding area, the
Crosby Volunteer Fire Department and the Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office performed a
controlled burn of the remaimng matenial. - Focusremams-on-the-satety-of these-around the
faeliy—EPA and partners confinne to monitor smoke and air quality, the potential for
additional fires in the area. and have aerial assets ready to be deploved. as needed. Evervone in
the areg should follow the satety mstruction of local anthorities.
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Coneeo Phillips, Cuero, TX

On August 31%, The Conoco Phillips facility in Cuere, TX reported an oil spill that was caused by

impacks from Hurricane Harvey. The spill has impacted Denton Creek. EPA responded to the spill
aleng with the Texas Railroad Commission and the USCG, with an emergency response team from
the Corpus Christi incident Command Post to assess the spill. No oil sheen was observed at the

time, and the team will continue to assess the the facility. Conoco Phillips reported the release

totals 385 barrels of oil and 76-harre] produced water since the tanks are on thelr side 1 Commented [ML3]: Thisis from the sitrep, but sound
weird, canyou confirm what this actually means?

Valere, Houston, TX

EPA 1s conducting ambient air monttoring m Houston and evaluating a potential concern at the
Valero Refinery site. EPA deploved the Trace Atmospheric Gas Analvrer {TAGA ) to conduct aix
menitoring in the area and an on-scene coordinator has been deploved o conduct additional

asseasments.
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IS EPA TESTING FLOODWATERS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY?

Under the Unified Command, EPA’s water quality sampling is focused on industrial facilities
and hazardous waste sites. Floodwaters contain many hazards, including bacteria and other
contaminants. Precautions should be taken by anyone involved in cleanup activities or any
sthersthose who may be exposed to flood waters. These precautions include followinghesding
all warnings from local and state authorities regarding safety advisories. In addition to the
drowning hazards of wading, swimming, or driving in swift floodwaters, these waters can carry
large objects that are not always readily visible that can cause injuries to those in the water.
Other potential hazards include downed power lines and possible injuries inflicted by animals
displaced by the floodwaters.
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